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Mel Brown was born on October 7,
1939 in Jackson, MS. His father gave
him a guitar at age 14. His musical
family not only greatly influenced him
as did many musicians he saw in the
Mississippi delta, such as Elmore
James, Bobby Bland, Hank Ballard
and he even backed Sonny Boy
Williamson. In the 50’s Mel leaves for
L.A. and is on the road working with
bands like Johnny Otis, The Olympics
and Etta James. In the 60’s Mel
backed Pee Wee Crayton, Johnny
Guitar Watson, Billy Preston, Sam
Cooke and is also in demand at L.A. studios with Hollywood stars and T-Bone
Walker. In the 60’s, 70’s & 80’s Mel recorded his own work, joins and records (on
piano & B3 too) with the Bobby Blue Bland Band and with John Lee Hooker,
Lightnin’ Hopkins, Roy Brown, Earl Hooker, Charles Brown & BB King. Mel joined
Antone’s house band in 1983 and worked with artists like Buddy Guy, Jr. Wells,
Stevie Ray Vaughan, James Cotton and many more. Mel also recorded with Albert
Collins and The Silent Partners. He married the vocalist of his Homewreckers Band,
Miss Angel, in 1988 and they soon moved to Ontario, Canada where he continued
to tour often. In 2001 he was honored with a W.C. Handy Award (Blues Music
Award). Mel died in Kitchener, Ontario, Canada on March 20, 2009 at age 70.

GET ON
THE BUS!

The Adventures Of Sugar 
And Junior on the Radio Free
Amsterdam-John Sinclair Show
Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to these shows
John Sinclair Radio show Episode 1026 “The Raven Speaks”
FRESH Episode 1003 is CD Sampler #33 from Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine
featuring Robert Jr. & Sugar Mae, Jose Ramirez, Larry McCray, Henri Herbert,
Dave Keyes, John Sinclair & Tom Worrell, Chris Canas, John Primer, Jimmy
Johnson, Joseph Veloz, Mud Morganfield, Peter Veleska & the Blues Train, Little
Freddie King, and Todd Sharpville.
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-1003-fresh/
Bobby Rush & Mizz Lowe Take My Love Show 991, December 24, 2022
Https://radioamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show--991-take-my-love/
BONESHAKERS SHOW 988 Cass Corridor, Detroit, December 5, 2022 [23017]
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-988-boneshakers/
Night Time Is The Right Time-Songs from Big City Blues Sampler #32
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-970-night-time-is-the-right-time/
Every Day Of Your Life—Jimmy Johnson
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-913-every-day-of-your-life/
California Dreaming
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-901-california-dreaming/
100 Years Of Blues
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-886-100-years-of-blues/
Music from Big City Rhythm & Blues Sampler #28
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-282-happy-to-have-the-blues/ 
Bobby Rush Rawer Than Raw
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-883-rawer-than-raw-2/
Bettye LaVette and her brand new album for Verve Records Blackbirds
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-875-blackbirds/
Music from guitarist Lurrie Bell’s album Let’s Talk About Love
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-871-lets-talk-about-love/
Music from new album by the Back Track Blues Band 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-862-joy-joy-joy/
The new album by Sugaray Rayford
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-861-somebody-save-me/
An hour of music from the Sampler #27 (2020)
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-860-i-like-it-like-that/ 
Featuring the new album by Tinsley Ellis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-857-ice-cream-in-hell/
Music by drummer Kenny “Beady Eyes” Smith 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-855-beady-eyes-2/
Music and  conversation with bluesman Larry McCray
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-850-believe-it
Music and conversation with Thornetta Davis
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-849-honest-woman/
Toronzo Cannon conversation at the Token Lounge in Detroit.
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-830-sweet-sweet-sweet/
Baton Rouge bluesman Kenny Neal, Tab Benoit, Billy Branch, and Mitch Woods
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-822-neal-and-prey/
North Mississippi drummer, vocalist & bandleader Cedric Burnside
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-821-please-tell-it-baby/
Conversation with guitarist and singer Samantha Fish
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-820-chills-fever/
Interview with singer & guitarist Jonathan Long at JazzFest 
https://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-810-shine-your-love/
Sugar and Junior from Clarksdale, Misissippi with Charlie Musselwhite 
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-807-clarksdale-boogie/
Big Ciity Rhythm & Blues Magazine CD Sampler #25
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-792-on-the-road-to-nowhere/
George Porter Jr. at New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival
http://radiofreeamsterdam.org/john-sinclair-radio-show-761-meterman/ 
Go to http://www.bigcitybluesmag.com/ for direct links to the shows

Libra
September 23 – October 22
10/1/1893 – Wesley “Kid Sox” Wilson,
Jacksonville, FL
10/1/10 – Johnny Brown, Montgomery, AL
10/1/36 – George “Wild Child” Butler,
Autaugaville, AL
10/2/40 – King Solomon, Jackson, MS
10/2/51 – Coco Montoya, Santa Monica,
CA
10/3/20 – Jim Brewer, Brookhaven, MS
10/3/56 – Deborah Coleman, Portsmouth,
VA
10/7/39 – Mel Brown, Jackson, MS
10/5/15 – Ala Mae Miller, Georgia
10/5/16 – Billy Diamond, New Orleans
10/7/39 – Mel Brown, Jackson, MS
10/16/22 – Blanche Thomas, New Orleans,
LA
10/11/48 – Margie Alexander, Carrollton,
GA
10/12/29 – Nappy Brown, Charlotte, NC
10/14/22 – Jimmy Liggins, Newby, OK
10/14/26 – Son Thomas, Eden, MS
1015/1906 – Victoria “Queen” Spivey,
Houston, TX
10/15/15 – Nellie Lutcher, Lake Charles, LA
10/17/29 – Tina Mayfield, Stamps, AR
10/18/39 – Jesse Mae Hemphill, Como, MS
10/20/06 – Johnny Moore, Austin, TX
10/21/19 – Crown Prince Waterford,
Jonesboro, AR

Scorpio
October 23 – November 22
10/23/33 – Carol Fran, Lafayette, LA
10/24/11 – Sonny Terry, Greensboro, GA
10/24/25 – Willie Mabon, Hollywood, TN

10/25/71 – Rosie Ledet, Eunice, LA
10/26/49 – Shirley King, West Memphis, AR
10/27/09 – Henry Townsend, Shelby, MS
10/31/1902 – Julia Lee, Boonville, MO
11/1/1898 – Sippie Wallace, Houston, TX
11/1/36 – Andre Williams, Bessemer, AL
11/3/30 – Mabel John, Bastrop, LA
11/4/06 – Willie Love, Duncan, MS
11/8/13 – Gatemouth Moore, Topeka, KS
11/10/29 – Mojo Buford, Hernando, MS
11/10/36 – Hip Linkchain, Jackson, MS
11/11/29 – Lavern Baker, Chicago, IL
11/11/42 – Aaron Love, Jonesboro, AR
11/12/06 - Bukka White, Houston, TX
11/13/12 – Lu Barker, New Orleans, LA
11/14/42 – Rockie Charles, Boothville, LA
11/14/59 – Valerie Wellington, Chicago, IL
11/16/1873 – W.C. Handy, Florence, AL
11/16/31 – Hubert Sumlin, Greenwood, MS
11/16/39 – W.C. Clark, Austin, TX
11/17/1904 – Jack Owens, Senatobia, MS
11/21/13 - K.C. Douglas, Sharon, MS
11/21/40 – Dr. John, New Orleans, LA

Sagittarius
November 22 – December 21
11/23/26 – R.L. Burnside, College Hill, MS
11/25/14 – Eddie Boyd, Clarksdale, MS
11/25/41 – Percy Sledge, Leighton, AL
11/25/43 – Jerry Portnoy, Evanston, IL
11/25/48- Jim O’Neal, Fort Wayne, IN
11/26/29 – Tina Turner, Nutbush, TN
11/27/42 – Jimi Hendrix, Seattle, WA
11/29/1894 – Lucille Hegamin, Macon, GA
11/29/28 – Big Bo McGee, Emelle, AL
11/29/33 – John Mayall, Macclesfield,
England
11/30/09 – Robert Nighthawk, Helena, AR
11/30/16 – Brownie McGhee, Knoxville, TN

Birthday Blues
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"MUSE-ICK HEADS"
ARTWORK BY ROBERT JR WHITALL

SRV

Prince

Albert Collins

Santana Billie Holiday

Taj Mahal

Robert Johnson

Elvin Bishop

Charlie Musslewhite

Buddy Guy

Have Guitars
Will Travel

Email to order: blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
Original 16x20 paintings are available, framed and signed, prices

negotiable. Many more portraits are available, see the artroom at
www.bigcitybluesmag.com
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1. Handsome Bob,
Junior & Sugar
“Rave On!” (1:07)
Big City Rhythm & Blues
Magazine CD
Sampler 34
bigcitybluesmag.com
The Three Amigos Ride
Again - Rave On!

2. Samantha Fish &
Jesse Dayton
“Kick Out The
Jams”(2:45)
Live In Europe
Rounder Records
www.rounder.com

Samantha Fish and
Jesse Dayton have been
kicking up a storm
across the country and
around the globe. “Kick

Out The Jams!”

3. Johnny Sansone
“The Lord Is Waiting and
the Devil Is Too” (4:51)
The Lord is Waiting and
the Devil is Too
Shortstack Records
www.johnnysansone.com

Johnny Sansone and
Jon Fohl are quite a pair.
New Orleans' finest
bringing harp and guitar
to a happy, groovy place.
Nice shoes, Johnny.

4. Blackburn Brothers
“Bobby’s Blues” (4:41)
Soul Funkn’ BLUES
Electro-Fi Records
www.electrofi.com
The Blackburn Brothers

are Canada’s finest rising
stars. The “Blues
Brothers” of Toronto are
bringing the funk to the
north and are now going
to bring it to you.

5. The Chitlins
“Too Late” (4:30)
Peace Love & Chitlins
Chitcreek Music
www.thechitlins.net

The Chitlins are a Gulf
Coast treasure playing

real blues and living a
sailor’s life. If you are on
the Coast, look for The
Chitlins.

6. Sidetracked Blues
Band
“All Your Love (I Miss
Loving)“ (4:43)
Single
Hander Pander Records
sidetrackedaustin.com

The Sidetracked Blues
Band bring Texas-style
blues influenced by
Wisconsin waters on
their new CD. They need
all your love so don’t get
“Sidetracked,” find their
CD and if in Austin,
Texas see them live.

7. Sandy Haley
“Never Sleep Your Way to
the Middle” (3:34)
Feels Like Freedom
Sandy Haley Music,
sandyhaleymusic.com

Sandy Haley is the angel
of Los Angeles and
California. Originally from
Michigan, Haley puts the
funk in her new songs on
her CD “Feels Like
Heaven.”

8. Dave Edwards Band
“Smooth Talk”(4:13)
Everytime I Roll The Dice
thelookde@net
The Dave Edwards
Band. Look out! Here
comes Dave and his
rockin’ band giving tribute

to Delbert McClinton!
“Tell Me About it!”

9. Lisa Biales
“At Christmas” (4:09)
At Christmas
Big Song Music
www.lisabiales.com

Lisa Biales - “The Belle
of the Blues” is also our
holiday queen as she
celebrates Christmas
year round with her
California elves Tony

60

The Raven Speaks!
Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s CD Sampler 34
Here we go at the beach in Atlantic City or the beautiful sand beaches of Lake

Michigan, north away from the crowds, traffic, heat and confusion. I found this old
raven behind the post office in Glen Arbor, Michigan - the “Queen of Glen Arbor!”
Ravens are cool and I have a ball trying to feed them and entertain them. I

need to get one to talk and sing! We have a bird-filled sampler here, music from
New York City, New Orleans, Detroit, Toronto, Austin, Texas, Simi Valley, California,
Gulfport, Mississippi, Ohio and Burdickville, Michigan. Help these musicians by
going to see them live and by buying their music.
Our samplers are released every six months and are not for sale. They are

exclusively for Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s subscribers. Subscribe today!
Help get their songs out there!
Thank-you Sugar, Charlie, Guy and Bob Monteleone!
Summertime blues! Kick out the jams!
Love, happiness, peace & hope,
“Nothing compares to 2 U...” Sister Sinead
Robert Jr. Whitall
CDs and samplers are important to musicians. After a performance that is how

they make money and get to meet you! Support your local musicians and go see
live music. And thank you for subscribing!

Big City Rhythm & Blues • Oct.-Nov. 2023

The Raven Speaks
Big City Rhythm & Blues Magazine Sampler #34 - 2023
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Braunagel and Johnny
Lee Schell. Cheers!

10. Ed Jackon’s
Time Out
“Six O’Clock” (4:59)
Smooth Heat
Self
www.EJTimeout.com
Ed Jackson’s Time Out.

Ed continues the legacy
that Michael Packer left -
East Coast blues.
Everyone knows 5
o’clock and 7 o’clock, Ed
introduces us to 6 o’clock
with some “Smooth Heat.”

11. Little Freddie King,
“Don’t Worry About Me”
(3:56)
Blues Medicine
Made Wright Records

www.littlefreddieking.com
Little Freddie King is New
Orleans' last gut bucket
pioneer. He has been
playing since the last
century and can still
dance the night away.
Coke no ice please!

12. The Chitlins
“Fool For Your Stockings”
(4:58)
Peace Love & Chitlins

Chitcreek Music
www.thechitlins.net
The Chitlins bring you
southern-smoked blues
to bring you out of any
funk! They will be head-
lining the 2023 Bogalusa
Blues Festival.

13. Burdickville Boys
“If It Rains” (3:37)
I Can’t Drive 65
PyramidPointCustomeGui
tars/Facebook

The Burdickville Boys is a
jam session band that
have blossomed into a
swinging good time band.
You can only see them
live on Tuesdays in
Burdickville or buy their
CDs.

14. J Monque D
Blues Band
“La Belle Louisianne”
(4:12)
Chitlins Eatin Music
The Orchard
www.louisianamusic
factory.com
J is a walking dictionary
for Louisiana blues from
Baton Rouge to New
Orleans, J has the goods

and it is a shame that he
is not a deejay! Bon Ton
Roule!

15. Obatek and the
Intergalactic
“Space Jam,” (2:13)
Self-Produced
Obatek/FB
Obetak & The
Intergalactic have out of
this world songs (nonhu-

man) will electrify your
world. So if you see any
extraterrestrials buy their
CDs! Area 52!

16 Handsome Bob,
Junior & Sugar
“Raven Days” (0:35)
Big City Rhythm & Blues
Magazine’s CD
Sampler 34
bigcitybluesmag.com
Handsome Bob, Junior
and Sugar Mae are at a
bird sanctuary checking
out the ravens, the hum-
mingbirds, the eagles and
the groesbecks. Caw,
caw, caw!

Get the 2023 Big City Blues Sampler CD #34 The Raven
Speaks FREE when you subscribe (or renew) plus more

bonus deals available!

61

Call 248-582-1544 or email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Store open now at www.bigcitybluesmag.com

“Happy to Have the Blues”
Sampler # 28 2020

“Caiifornia Dreaming”
Sampler # 29 2021

“Mojo Hand”
Sampler # 30 2021

Goin Up The Country
Sampler # 31 2022

Night Time Is Right Time
Sampler # 32 2022

Fresh
Sampler # 33 2023

More bonus samplers available, see list in subscription order form on page 59.

Bonus Big City Blues Sampler CDs!
Limited quantity get them while supplies last.

Subscription Order Form is on next page

To sign up for participation on our
samplers contact Robert Jr Whitall
at blues@bigcitybluesmag.com

Oct.-Nov. 2023 • Big City Rhythm & Blues
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Send check, money order or credit card information to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805 check & circle choices
� 6149 Sterling Silver Necklace $100 � 6149 Sterling Silver Pin $100
� 61/49 T-shirt $30 Blk or Wht - M L XL XXL XXXL
� Island shirt $50 M L XL XXL � Workshirt $50 M L XL XXL
S & H for USA/Canada included. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. While supplies last.
(Outside USA & Canada plus Shipping & Handling) (Mich. residents add 6% sales tax)

(Credit Card surcharge will be added ) Amount enclosed ______________

name______________________________________________________________

address ____________________________________________________________

city_______________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __

email_______________________________________________________________

Credit Card #_________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __

Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ ___

Dr John
Midnight at the

Crossroads

61/49 T-shirt black
or white $30

Harmonica Shah sez, “I got my Big
City Rhythm & Blues Magazine’s

Island Shirt!” Get yours free
when you subscribe!

Blues Wear!
Subscribe

or buy!
2 or 3 Year

subscriptions
can get a t-shirt
or are available
for sale below!

Love
Blues?

6149 JEWELRY Sterling Silver
necklace or pin ON SALE $100

Visit our Roadhouse Store at
www.bigcitybluesmag.com
to see more bonus selections and to order
online and use Credit Cards with PayPal.
Or use this order form below by mail or
email your order with your choices, colors
and size to blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
to pay by PayPal Invoice.
For credit card over the phone 248-582-1544

Love
Blues?

Subscription by Mail Order Form

Big Bonus subscription deals:
Order online at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
• 1 Year Subscription
• (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler #34 CD The Raven Speaks.
• 2 Year Subscription (12 issues) @ $80 and get the new
Sampler #34 CD The Raven Speaksplus your choice of ONE of these
bonus extras:
• 1 more Sampler CD or
• a BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• Send a one year subscription to a friend or
• Add one more year to subscription
• NEW- 8x10 art print
• 3 Year Subscription (18 issues) @ $120 and get
the new Sampler #34 CD The Raven Speaksplus your choice of ONE
bonus extra:
• 2 more sampler CDs or • 1 more sampler CD & BCB 61/49 T-shirt or
• a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCBWorkshirt
• NEW- 8x10 art print
• 5 Year Subscription (30 issues) @ $175 and get
every new Sampler CD released (twice a year or more) and
BCB 61/49 T-shirt or • a BCB Island Shirt or • a BCBWorkshirt
• Special Lifetime Subscription @ $550 Get all Big City
Blues Samplers, a BCB 61/49 T-shirt, BCB Island Shirt, BCB Workshirt.

Don’t miss these bonus deals by sending check, money order or credit cards to:
Big City Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, MI 48068-1805
� SUBSCRIBE FOR ONEYEAR (6 issues) @ $45 and get the new Sampler CD #34
� SUBSCRIBE FORTWOYEARS (12 issues)@ $80 and get the new Sampler CD #34 plus
your choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:

� 1 more sampler CD (choose CDs from list below) or Get a T-shirt
� BCB 61/49 T-shirt - circle color/size Black White M L XL XXL XXXL
� Or send a one year subscription to a friend. (Include their name and address)
� Or add one more year to your subscription without a bonus
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 63 indicate choice)
� SUBSCRIBE FOR THREEYEARS (18 issues) @ $120 and get the new Sampler CD #34
plus choice of ONE of these extra bonuses:

� 1 more sampler CD and a BCB 61/49 T-shirt (Indicate choice, color and size above)
� Or 2 more sampler CDs
� Or a BCB Island Shirt or a � BCBWorkshirt Circle size M L XL XXL
� Or 8x10 art print (See page 63 indicate choice
� NEW! SUBSCRIBE FOR FIVEYEARS (30 issues) @ $175 and get all the new Big City Blues
Samplers as they are released (twice a year) and � BCB T-shirt or � BCB Island Shirt
or � a BCBWorkshirt (Indicate colors and sizes above)
� LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION @ $550 Get Big City Blues Samplers, BCB T-shirt, BCB Island
Shirt, BCBWorkshirt. USA ONLY
For details email blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
All subscriptions, bonus CDs & Blues Gear are mailed First Class in protective
envelope and handling charges included. Sampler details at www.bigcitybluesmag.com
Choose your CDs from these Sampler CDs for 2 & 3 year subscriptions.
� CD Sampler #33 Fresh � CD Sampler #32 Night Time Ia The Right Time
� CD Sampler #31 Goin’ Up The Country � CD Sampler #30 Mojo Hand
� CD Sampler #29 California Dreaming � CD Sampler #28 Happy to Have the Blues
� CD Sampler #27 I Like It Like That � CD Sampler #26 What Would Junior Do?
� CD Sampler #25 On the Road to Nowhere � CD Sampler #24 Finger Lickin’ Good
� CD Sampler #23 We Jukin’ Here! � CD Sampler #22 Summer Of Love
� CD Sampler #21 Down the Road � CD Sampler #19 Old School Cool
� CD Sampler #18 Full Moon Beach Party � CD Sampler #17 Murder of Crows

(add $50 USD per year outside USA) (add $10 USD per year for Canada)
(Credit Card surcharge will be added) Total amount ___________

name____________________________________________________________

address __________________________________________________________
city____________________________________state_______zip__ __ __ __ __
email________________________________________Phone#______________
Credit Card #______________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ ___ Security Code __ __ __
Billing Zip Code __ __ __ __ __� � � �

Terrance Simien
High Noon at
the Crossroads

NEW! Free Robert Jr signed
8x10 Art Prints with Subscriptions

Free w/ 2 yr subscription
Free w/ 3 yr subscription

See ad facing page (63) for selections
email: blues@bigcitybluesmag.com
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Snowbirds Sugar & Junior migrat-
ed “Up North” in May and
stopped and spent two nights at

the always-open and popular Shack
Up Inn in Clarksdale, Mississippi,
where they arrived on May 9th, 2023
and found an intimate “Harmonica
Experience“ happening - 5 days of

honing your skills with Charlie
Musselwhite, Johnny Maestro and
more. Sugar & Jr. stopped by to see
the Musselwhites‘ new/old Streamline
Empress RV. Deak’s Mississippi
Saxophone & Blues Emporium is just
around the corner in downtown
Clarksdale where they found Deak
entertaining a full house of visiting
Danish blues ambassadors who were

so happy to meet them and get a com-
plimentary copy of Big City Rhythm &
Blues Magazine. They also toured the
newly-built Ms. Jane; dined at the
famous Rest Haven and danced at
Red’s - Clarksdale’s funky lounge
where Deak and Quicksand were
jukin’. The next day on their way “Up
North,” they made a quick rest stop in
Memphis before the Blues Music
Awards (May 12, 2023) began where
they got to visit and thank Bob O
Walesa and Lynn Orman.

Every Father’s Day weekend you

can find Sugar & Junior at the Blues
on the Fox (June 16 & 17, 2023) in
Aurora, Il by the Fox River and looming
in the skyline, the historic Leland Hotel
where Bluebird recordings happened
from 1937-1938 with Big Bill Broonzy,
Washborad Sam, Henry Townsend,
Sweet Peas Spivey, John Lee Curtis
“Sonny Boy”Williamson, Big Joe
Williams, Tampa Red and more.
Thanks to the Fox Valley Blues
Foundation for keeping the blues
flame burning by the Fox River. The
Blues on the Fox has grown from a
street festival to a modern-day green
park with excellent, safe facilities with
plenty of parking and a convenient
Amtrak station. The Blues on the Fox
festival kicked off on Friday with the
fabulous Ruthie Foster Band that
were so gracious to allow Sugar &
Junior to photograph them before their
set for the Aug/Sept issue -“Chicks
with Picks.“ Jimmie Vaughan with

SUGAR MAESUGAR MAE

64

Jimmy Vaughan headlined at the BOTF

Big City Rhythm & Blues • Oct.-Nov. 2023

All photos by Shirley Mae Owens unless otherwise credited

Mud Morganfield, BOTF, June 17, 2023.
Studebaker John backing up Mud
Morganfield, BOTF.

Chicagoland Joey J. Saye opened
Saturday's BOTF, June 17, 2023.

Happy Ruthie Foster debuted and
opened the Blues on the Fox (BOTF),
June 16, 2023.

Kenny "Beedy Eyes" Smith with Joey J.
Saye, BOTF.

And I Ain’t Lyin’!

Sugar with Neal brothers - Fredrick & Darnell, BOTF.
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the Texas Horns closed the evening.
Saturday began with Joel J. Silva wsg
Bob Stroger and Kenny “Beedy
Eyes” Smith followed by nonstop
blues with Mud Morganfield, Kenny
Neal and Christone “Kingfish”
Ingram! Thank-you Blues on the
Fox/RiverEdge Park and all the
new/renewed subscribers! Not a sub-
scriber? Please subscribe today at
www.bigcitybluesmag.com.

Sugar & Junior’s next adventure is
on the high seas on the west coast
the Legendary Rhythm & Blues
Cruise-#39 Mexican Riviera, Oct. 28-
Nov. 4, 2023 - don’t miss this ship!

Love & happiness,
Sugar Mae
P.S. Happy Birthday Mother

Owens - November 2nd!
Duwayne Burnside & Kenny Brown,
BMA's, Memphis, TN, May 11, 2023

Two BOTF fans love their new Big City
Blues Crossroads t-shirts.

Kingfish & Kenny backstage at BOTF, June 17, 2023.

Henri & Charlie Musselwhite in front of their "new" RV, Clarksdale, MS.Deak Harp proudly poses in front of his new mural, Clarksdale, MS, May 10, 2023.

Smokin' Kingfish, BOTF.

65Oct.-Nov. 2023 • Big City Rhythm & Blues

Junior, Bubba & Bill at Ms. Jane, Dublin, Mississippi, May 10, 2023.
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• Oct. 7 & 8, 2023
Forgotten Music Festival

Port St. Joe, FL
www.forgottenmusicfestival.com

• Oct. 13-15, 2023 
Crescent City Blues 

& BBQ Festival 
New Orleans, Louisiana  www.jaz-

zandheritage.org   

• Oct. 28-Nov. 4, 2023
Legendary Rhythm & Blues 

Cruise #39
Mexican Rivera

www.bluescruise.com

• Nov. 4-11, 2023
The Big Easy Cruise

Ft. Lauderdale, New Orleans,
Cozumel

www.bigeasycruise.com

• Jan.16 - 20, 2024 
International Blues Challenge

Memphis, TN  www.blues.org  

• Jan. 28 - Feb 4, 2024
Legendary Rhythm & Blues 

Cruise #40
Western Caribbean 

www.bluescruise.com

• Feb. 16-18, 2024 
Boquete Jazz& Blues Festival  

Panama Pacific Riviera 
www.boquetejazzandbluesfestival.co

• April 12-14, 2024 
Tampa Bay Blues Festival 

St. Petersburg, FL 
www.tampabaybluesfest.com  

• April 25-May 5, 2024 
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage

Festival
New Orleans, LA 

www.nojazzfest.com

• June 14-15, 2024
Blues On The Fox

Aurora, IL
www.paramountaurora.com

• August 16-18, 2024
White Mountain Boogie 

N’ Blues Festival 
North Thornton, NH

www.whitemountain boogie.com

• Aug. 22-25, 2024
Trois-Rivieres en Blues

Quebec, Canada
www.3renblues.com 

• Oct. 26-Nov. 2, 2024 
Legendary Rhythm & Blues 

Cruise #41
Southeastern Caribbean 

www.bluescruise.com  

• Jan. 26-Feb. 2, 2025
Legendary Rhythm & Blues 

Cruise #42
Eastern Caribbean 

www.bluescruise.com

• Abbeville, LA
Richard Sale Barn
• Atlanta, GA
Northside Tavern
Darwins
Blind Willies
Fat Matt's
• Ann Arbor
The Ark 
• Austin, TX
Antones
The Continental Club
Skylark Lounge
• Biloxi, Mississippi
Ground Zero Biloxi
• Chicago, IL
Chicago B.L.U.E.S.
Buddy Guy’s Legends
Rosa’s Lounge

Lee‘s Unleaded Blues
Reggies
Motor Row Brewery
Space
Kingston Mines
Taylor Street Tap
• Clarksdale, MS
Red’s Juke Joint
Ground Zero
• Detroit, MI
Third Man Records
Raven Lounge
Berts Marketplace
Northern Lights
Otus Supply
PJ's Lager House
El Club
Token Lounge
• Florida
Skippers
Bradfordville blues club

• Indianapolis, IN
Slippery Noodle
• Berwyn, IL
Fitzgerald’s
• Kansas City, MO
Knuckleheads
BB’s Lawnside Blues
& BBQ
• Kalkaska, MI
Kalkuska Lounge 
• Los Angeles, CA
Harvelles Santa
Monica
Maui Sugar Mill Saloon
Baby Blues BBQ
• Madison, WI
Red Rooster IN
• Massachuestts
Bull Run
• Memphis, TN
BBKings
Rum Boogie

Wild Bills
• Milwaukee, WI
Mamies
•• Nashville,TN
Bourbon Street
Blues&Boogie
Third Man Records
• New Orleans, LA
Tipitinas
House Of Blues
BBKings
B J's
Little Gem Theatre
Kermit's Mother-In -
Law Lounge
Benny's Bar
• New York, NY
Terra Blues
55 Bar
Ocean Springs, MS
The Shed

The Julep Room
• Palatine, IL
Mac’s On Slade
• San Francisco, CA
Biscuits and Blues
The Saloon
Eli’s Mile High Club
Yoshi’s Oakland
San Jose, CA
Poor House Bistro
• St Louis, MO
BB’s Jazz, Blues &
Soups
National Blues
Museum
Broadway Oyster Bar
• Wilimington, DE
St George’s Country
Store
• Zachary, LA
Teddy’s Juke Joint

Junior’s Jukes-Big City Rhythm & Blues Clubs
SUPPORT LIVE BLUES  —  WHILE YOU LIVE!! Affiliated Blues clubs, jukes and music halls

2023-2024 Festivals & Special Events

Blues On The Fox
No Words!!

Toronto’s Folk Blues Mecca

Photo/Selfie

Photo/Robert Jr Whitall
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