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Summer is here and it’s
now officially the hot
August dog days (actu-

ally named after the “Dog
Star”) that I hope goes by
slowly as I am enjoying not
living in town but luckily I
am Up North by cool Lake
Michigan. I was just speak-
ing to John Lee Hooker’s
daughter Zakiya Hooker
who told me that although
I’m over four hours away,
she said, “Once a Detroit girl
always a Detroit girl” and
how she misses living in
Detroit and now is living in
hot, hot Atlanta. But you
can see Zakiya back at her
hometown of Detroit on
August 22nd hosting the
inaugural John Lee Hooker
Foundation fundraiser at the
Aretha Jazz Club.

Talking about ‘hot,’ our
Texas Headhunters cover
feature are on fire touring
across the country. I was
able to take the cover shot
while I was in New Orleans
for Jazz Fest. On Friday,
May 1st, I managed to get a
second wind after a long day
of photographing on the fair-
grounds, I drove downtown

to Caesars Casino off Canal.
I had never been to Caesars,
but I soon had figured how
to bypass the long line and
just like that I was backstage
with my friends Tab Benoit
and Samantha Fish plus
Texas Headhunters - Johnny
Moeller, Jesse Dayton and

Ian Moore. I wanted to cap-
ture a fun shot like that
“Showdown!” record with
Albert Collins, Johnny
Copeland and Robert Cray.
So, I tried several shots
backstage but it was in the
photo pit that I got the live
action guitar shot I wanted
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Shirley Mae Owens aka Sugar & Mr. Buddy Guy,
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“Hot Town,
Summer In The City!”

Sound check with Marquise Knox,
Chicago Blues Fest, 6/5/26
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on the cover. Thank you Texas
Headhunters! Afterwards, I left
through the backstage door and
it had begun to rain. By the
time I got to my van, I saw a
large sticker covering my win-
dow and my tire was booted! I
had gone over my allotted time
and I was the only car left in
the huge lot. After about 15
minutes and a credit card
charge of $129, my tire was set
free! Now I can add ‘booted’ to
having my van stolen, towed
and vandalized. Life on the
road! Be careful out there!

Take the high road, when
you get to a crossroads, take it,
may the river be with you, may
the wind be at your back, surf’s
up, mahola, aloha, don’t forget
to boogie & big love!

Hope, peace & happiness,
Best,
Shirley Mae Owens aka

Sugar
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Kenny Neal paid tribute to "75 Years of Billy Branch," Chicago Blues Fest on
6/6/26. A week later he suffered a major heart attack (his heart stopped for
25 minutes)."I guess the Lord wasn't ready and the devil didn't want me!" said
Kenny on his FB page. He has been recovering at home and everyone wishes
him a speedy recovery!

Congratulations to Brendon Linsley
who won the Detroit Blues
Challenge to compete in the 2027
IBCs! The Rec Bowl, Mt. Clemens, MI
7/7/26

Top 11 Songs in
Junior’s Jukebox
1. Buddy Guy, “Ain’t Done With The

Blues”
2. John Primer & Friends, “Tribute To

Theresa’s Lounge”
3. Taj Mahal & The Phantom Blues

Band, “Time”
4. Chris O’ Leary, “Blue Color”
5. Joanna Connor, “Live On 11/11”
6. Curtis Salgado, “Legacy Rewind:

Live in ‘25”
7. Duke Robillard, “Blast Off”
8. Lil’ Ed & the Blues Imperials,

“Slideways”
9. Anthony Gereci "Where Were You"
10. Nicky T & The Snake Charmers,

“Ain’t Wasting Time”
11. Big City Rhythm & Blues

Magazine’s CD Sampler #37 “30th
Anniversary”

Photos/Shirley Mae Owens

“I’m Chris Cain and I’ve come to play in your town!”
Chicago Blues Fest. 6/7/26
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